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在本文的研究中，共有 40 篇期刊论文从 English for Specific Purposes、English 
Language Teaching Journal 和 Applied Linguistics 这三份语言学领域的国际著名期
刊中选出。为保证分析材料的时新程度，所有 40 篇期刊论文都发表于 2012 到




Yang & Allison (2003)提出的三语步模式吻合。该三语步为总结研究、评价研究


























Studies on academic discourse have since the 1980s adopted three different 
viewpoints: genre analysis, SFL-based discourse analysis and multidimensional 
analysis. However, it has been recently recognized that very few studies of academic 
discourse, which are based on one or two of the above perspectives, have ever 
discussed the Conclusion section of the research article. This thesis focuses on the 
Conclusion section of the research article, and provides an analysis from both the 
macro and micro levels. 
In this research, 40 research articles are selected from three famous international 
journals in the discipline of applied linguistics, namely, English for Specific Purposes, 
English Language Teaching Journal and Applied Linguistics. All selected research 
articles are up-to-date and published between the years of 2012-2014. Besides, all the 
40 research articles are about empirical studies and generally follow the IMRD 
(Introduction, Method, Results, and Discussion) format. Then research articles which 
meet the above three criteria are all under the headings of “Conclusion” or 
“Conclusions”. To carefully describe the characteristics of the Conclusion section, this 
thesis proposes an analyzing model which interprets the Conclusion section from both 
macro and micro levels.  
The macro level of interpretation is based on genre analysis. Yang & Allison’s 
(2003) three-move model, which comprises ‘summarizing the study’, ‘evaluating the 
study’ and ‘deductions from the study’, is found effective in explaining the organizing 
structure of the Conclusion section. On the basis of this, this research further improves 
Yang & Allison’s (2003) model by identifying 5 new steps in the first move and 
therefore proposed a modified modal of the Conclusion section. The micro level of 
interpretation is rooted in the systemic functional grammar. It has been discovered that, 
first of all, six processes types in the transitivity system are all used in the closing part, 














Secondly, the interpersonal function of the Conclusion section is partly realized by 
means of modal operators. Findings of the research show that modal operators from 
the low value group are most commonly used, because writers try to avoid being too 
assertive when advancing their claims or giving suggestions. Median and high value 
modal operators are also employed in the Conclusion section to express interpersonal 
meanings. In terms of the textual function, topical Themes constitute the largest 
number of Themes identified in the Conclusion section. Apart from that, 
textual^topical Themes are also common in conclusions, whereas interpersonal 
Themes are found to be rare. Grounded in the results in this research, pedagogical 
implications are thus made, mainly directed at teachers. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction  
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
Chapter One provides an overview of the whole thesis. It first introduces the 
research background of academic discourse analysis and identifies the gap in this 
research area. In order to answer important research questions, this chapter describes 
the research data and method used in the research of this thesis. Finally, this chapter 
outlines the structure of this thesis in concise words. 
1.1 Research Background 
Nowadays English has increasingly become an international language, especially 
in science and technology. This can be proved by the fact that in the scientific world, 
most academic writings are in English and a large number of world-known journals 
only receive research articles written in English. Therefore, English academic 
discourse has become an important means for researchers and scholars worldwide to 
present their research achievements, put forward and publicize their ideas, and 
communicate with others in the academic community. 
As the number of English academic writings published in international journals, 
conferences and symposiums keeps increasing, more and more scholars have realized 
that English used in the academic world is different from that used in daily life or in 
business and trade. Being a branch of English for Specific Purposes, English used in 
the academic world (or English for Academic Purposes) have gradually attracted 
attention from scholars from about two decades ago. Since then, academic discourse 
in the written form like research articles, master theses, PhD dissertations, conference 
papers, research reports, memos, etc. has been one of the research focuses of 
discourse analysis, and influencing studies include Bazerman (1988), Swales (1990, 
2004), Halliday (1987, 1990) and others. Interest on spoken academic discourse came 
later as Biber (1988) put forward his study of spoken and written texts in 













Chapter 1 Introduction  
2 
(MD) analysis. 
Since the 1980s academic discourse studies have developed into three prominent 
groups. One is genre analysis represented by Swales (1990, 2004) whose CARS 
(Create-A-Research-Space) model of the research article introductions has guided 
numerous empirical studies that tried to modify and further develop Swales’ (1990, 
2004) genre analysis. Studies of this kind have extended from the Introduction section 
to other sections of the research article like abstracts, discussions, etc. Genres to be 
analyzed have also expanded to master theses and PhD dissertations. The second 
group applies Halliday’s (1994) systemic functional grammar to analyze academic 
discourse which ranges from secondary scientific writing to academic writings used in 
tertiary education like textbooks. The third group adopts Biber’s (1988) MD analysis 
to examine the co-occurring linguistic features of academic registers and the variation 
across different registers. Inferred from the above, academic discourse studies have 
been centered on both the macrostructure and the linguistic features on the micro level 
of spoken and written texts. However, a closer evaluation of previous study indicates 
that within the research article, a genre which has been analyzed extensively and 
comprehensively, the closing part represented by the Conclusion section has almost 
been forgotten by most scholars. Thus, this thesis attempts to supplement the research 
area by analyzing the Conclusion section of the research article. To achieve that, this 
thesis also proposes an analyzing model of the Conclusion section, which aims to 
provide a comprehensive interpretation of the Conclusion section from both the macro 
and micro levels.  
1.2 Research Questions 
The analyzing model that will be adopted in this thesis is grounded in two 
theories in academic discourse studies. One refers to genre analysis, which can be 
applied to uncover the macro structure of the Conclusion section. The other is the 
systemic functional grammar, which will be used to analyze the micro linguistic 
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